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(57) Abstract: A position detecting mechanism and a position sen- 
sor in which calibration work of the sensor can be facilitated and a 
shift between the reference position of the sensor and an object to 
be measured can be confirmed readily. The mechanism for detecting 
the position of an object to be measured comprises a light emitting 
means (13) for emitting a visible light beam toward the object and 
a means (14) for regulating the visible light beam emitted from the 
light emitting means (13) so that it becomes a light beam BM hav- 
ing a cross-sectional shape at the position of the object Since the 
light emitting means (13) irradiates a visible light beam, shape of the 
light irradiated on the object can be visually confirmed by an oper- 
ator. Since a person can visually confirm the position of the object 
without requiring any instrument, e.g. a measure, positional confir- 
mation is facilitated and it can be carried out readily in safety even 
when the object is moving. 
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